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Presentation to

British Stainless Steel Association
Thursday 9th November 2006

John Parker - Chairman, Metals Forum

The Forum

The Metals Forum is an alliance of metals industries 

employing nearly half a million people. Businesses within 

the industry sell £38 billion of metals into engineering, 

construction, automotive, aerospace and other 

manufacturing sectors.

The Forum comprises leading ferrous and non-ferrous 

trade associations and Metals Industry Skills & 

Performance (MetSkill), the sector dedicated skills and 

performance body. Their shared aim is greater 

recognition of the size and significance of metals in the 

UK economy.
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The Members

Aluminium Federation 

British Constructional Steelwork Association 

British Metals Recycling Association

British Stainless Steel Association

Cast Metals Federation 

Confederation of British Metalforming

Galvanizers Association 

Metal Packaging Manufacturers Association

Metals Industry Skills & Performance 

National Association of Steel Stockholders

Non-Ferrous Alliance 

UK Steel

The Metals Industry
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Size

• £38 billion turnover

• 470,000 people 

• Stockholding and distribution 

network handles 16 million 

tonnes of metals a year

• 30,000 metals enterprises 

around the country in every 

town and city 

Size

• 14 million tonnes of steel

• 1.2 million tonnes of castings, 

value £2.2 billion

• 1.1 million tonnes of aluminium 

• £13 billion pa direct exports

• £3.5 billion recycled metal

• £10 billion pa on employment

incl. wages

• £15 billion invested over the 

last 10 years 

(excluding acquisitions)
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Adding Value 

to the UK economy

• £15 billion pa added value 

for the UK economy

equivalent to 10% of all UK 

manufacturing 

Sector Gross value 

added £ billion

Metals 14.9

Automotive 7.7

Aerospace 7.1

Source:  Office of National Statistics’ Annual Business Inquiry

Sustainability

• The UK’s largest recycler

• £480 million invested in 

environment (ABI 2003)

• 10 million tonnes of recycling 

ready metal including 

- 750,000 aluminium

- 2 million vehicles 
equivalent to 6 lane traffic jam from 

Land’s End to John O’Groats

- 3.5 million white goods

- 2 billion steel cans
every 7 cans = 60 Watt bulb for 26 hours 

in energy saving
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Innovation

• 70% of steels used in automotive 

did not exist 10 years ago

new generation of high 

manganese steels for 2006?

• Light-weighting automotive steels 

project:

- 80% gains in rigidity

- 25% reduction in weight

• A food can is 30% lighter now 

than it was 15 years ago

• Research into 'breakthrough 

technologies' to substantially 

reduce CO2 emissions in 

steelmaking

Productivity and 

Value Added 

• 13% increase in productivity over 

the last 4 years

• 18% improvement by value added
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Commercialisation

• Steel has a 70% share of the UK’s 

multi-storey building market

up from 30% in 1985 and the 

highest in the EU

• 30% of the weight of a family car 

is metal castings

• < 0.085mm thick, steel 

beverage cans are thinner 

than a human hair

• Metal packaging protects more 

than 10 times its weight in goods

Issues raised to date

• Energy Prices and impact on UK Competitiveness

• Implications of REACH

• Transport Issues and Solutions

• Productivity Initiatives

• Better Regulation Agenda

• Taking the Sustainability Agenda forward

• Improved Procurement through the Supply Chain

• Manufacturing competitiveness within the 

Climate Change policy review 

• Integrating regional, national or sector initiatives
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REACH

• The Metals Industry is working 

towards more sustainable 

and workable outcomes. 

– Aluminium Industry global 

consortium on REACH

– Other metals have similar 

objectives

• Exclude minerals, ores and 

concentrates from the scope 

of REACH

– Covered by existing legislation

• Better Regulations

REACH

• Exclude wastes for recycling from 

the scope of REACH

– Covered by existing legislation

• Include a proper definition of alloys

– Special preparations

• Substitution on the basis of risk 

not hazard

• The products of the Metals 

Industry are different 

from those of the Organic 

Chemicals Industry
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Transport Problems 

and Solutions

• Congestion is damaging 

productivity and causing 

environmental degradation

• Better road management is the 

key to improvement

• We need to make railheads more 

effective by improving access

• In order to maintain growth, we 

need more driver time, not less -

either train more or let the existing 

ones work (within existing safety 

limits) more flexibly

A Productivity Initiative

• Co-ordinated thinking: 

Metals Industry Skills and Performance 

Strategy

• Metals Industry Competitive Enterprise

- DTI investment  £1.6m

- Industry benefits  £20m pa

- Productivity, energy costs, supply 

chain efficiency, management 

capability, culture change

- 90% companies sustain benefits

• How DTI can help: 

- support sector-led competitiveness 

activities

- reduce confusion in funding for 

companies

- simplify public-procurement for 

businesses like MICE
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Better Regulations
The Metals Forum welcomes

• Regulations which improve Quality, 
Health & Safety

• The Better Regulations Executive

• The Better Regulations Commission
- Dutch approach (One in; One out)

however-

Better Regulations
Issues of Concern

• Regulatory creep

• Unclear regulations

• Confusion about standards and guidance

• Poor Consultation with industry

• Implementation required at a National level

• Need Government Initiatives
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Climate Change Policy Review

• 2012 more than just the Olympic games ?

• New Climate Change Levy Regime ?

• European Emissions Trading Scheme ?

Integrating regional, national and 

sector initiatives

It is essential that organisations such as 

BSSA are able to secure support and 

funding for initiatives through a national 

integrated approach rather than the 

inequality which currently exists through 

the regional support mechanisms.
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The Future

Individual organisations such as BSSA Individual organisations such as BSSA 

will continue to have a key role in will continue to have a key role in 

representing it’s members on sector representing it’s members on sector 

specific issues.specific issues.

There is no doubt however that the Metals There is no doubt however that the Metals 

Forum is now recognised by the DTI as Forum is now recognised by the DTI as 

one of the umbrella organisations that one of the umbrella organisations that 

government sees playing an increasingly government sees playing an increasingly 

important role in representing the views of important role in representing the views of 

industry.industry.

Thank you for your attention


